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(f) A merchant mariner’s document
endorsed as able seaman or as
lifeboatman shall be a certificate of ef-
ficiency as lifeboatman.

(g) Every merchant mariner’s docu-
ment shall be a certificate of identi-
fication unless the holder also holds a
continuous discharge book. The holder
of a certificate of identification in the
form issued before November 1, 1945,
shall surrender that certificate before
he is issued a merchant mariner’s docu-
ment.

(h) When a merchant mariner’s docu-
ment is issued, renewed, or endorsed,
the Officer in Charge, Marine Inspec-
tion, will determine whether the holder
of the document is required to hold an
STCW endorsement for service on a
seagoing vessel, and then, if the holder
is qualified, the Officer in Charge, Ma-
rine Inspection will issue the appro-
priate endorsement. The Officer in
Charge, Marine Inspection will also
issue an STCW endorsement at other
times, if circumstances so require and
if the holder of the document is quali-
fied to hold the endorsement. The Offi-
cer in Charge, Marine Inspection will
issue an STCW endorsement for the fol-
lowing ratings:

(1) A rating forming part of a naviga-
tional watch on a seagoing ship of 500
GT or more if the holder of the docu-
ment is qualified in accordance with
STCW Regulation 11/4 and Section A-11/
4 of the STCW Code (incorporated by
reference in §12.01-3), to perform the
navigational function at the support
level.

(2) A rating forming part of a watch
in a manned engine-room, or des-
ignated to perform duties in a periodi-
cally unmanned engine-room, on a sea-
going ship driven by main propulsion
machinery of 750 kW [1,000 hp] of pro-
pulsion power or more, if the holder is
qualified in accordance with STCW
Regulation 111/4 and Section A-111/4 of
the STCW Code, to perform the marine-
engineering function at the support
level.

(i) At the request of the holder of the
document, the Officer in Charge, Ma-
rine Inspection may add an endorse-
ment to indicate that a qualified hold-
er has received basic safety-training or

handler’s endorsement
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instruction required under Chapter VI
of STCW.

[CGFR 65-50, 30 FR 16640, Dec. 30, 1965, as
amended by CGD 95-062, 62 FR 34535, June 26,
1997; USCG-1999-5610, 67 FR 66068, Oct. 30,
2002; USCG-2004-18884, 69 FR 58343, Sept. 30,
2004]

§12.02-12 Identity.

(a) Each person applying for a mer-
chant mariner’s document shall
present acceptable proof of identity.
Proof of identity shall consist of two
current forms of identification, one of
which shall contain a photo of the ap-
plicant. The Coast Guard may require
other identification information rea-
sonably necessary to prove the appli-
cant’s identity.

(b) The following credentials are ac-
ceptable proof of identity:

(1) Unexpired U.S. military identi-
fication card;

(2) Unexpired U.S. driver’s license;

(3) Unexpired U.S. passport;

(4) Unexpired official identification
card issued by a federal, State, or local
government or by a territory or posses-
sion of the U.S. (including a federal
employee’s identification credential);

(5) Unexpired port credential, with
photo of the applicant, issued by State
or local port authority;

(6) Unexpired law enforcement cre-
dential, with photo of the applicant;

(7) Unexpired merchant mariner’s
document issued after February 3, 2003;

(8) Unexpired foreign passport; or

(9) Birth Certificate or Birth Reg-
istration, issued by a State, county,
municipality or outlying possession of
the U.S.

[USCG-2003-14500, 69 FR 532, Jan. 6, 2004]

§12.02-13 Citizenship requirements.

(@) Any person making application
for a continuous discharge book or a
certificate of identification or a mer-
chant mariner’s document representing
a certificate of identification and
claiming to be a citizen of the United
States shall present acceptable evi-
dence of such citizenship at the time of
making application. No original docu-
ment shall be issued to any person
claiming to be a citizen of the United
States until such citizenship is estab-
lished by acceptable evidence.
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(b) The OCMI may reject any evi-
dence of citizenship that is not be-
lieved to be authentic. Acceptable evi-
dence of citizenship may be an original
or a copy certified as true by the agen-
cy responsible for issuing the document
of the following:

(1) Birth certificate or birth registra-
tion;

(2) Certificate of naturalization
(original must be presented; photo-
copies are unlawful);

(3) Baptismal certificate or parish
record recorded within one year after
birth;

(4) Statement of a practicing physi-
cian certifying the physician’s attend-
ance at the birth and who possesses a
record showing the date and location
at which it occurred;

(5) State Department passport;

(6) A merchant mariner’s document
issued by the Coast Guard after Feb-
ruary 3, 2003, that shows that the hold-
er is a citizen of the U.S;

(7) Delayed certificate of birth issued
under a state seal in the absence of any
collateral facts indicating fraud in its
procurement; or

(8) Certificate of Citizenship issued
by the US Citizenship and Immigration
Services or by the Bureau of Citizen-
ship and Immigration Services;

(c) If the applicant can not meet the
requirements set forth in paragraphs
(b)(1) through (8) of this section, the
applicant must make a statement to
that effect, and may submit data of the
following character for consideration:

(1) Report of the Census Bureau
showing the earliest available record of
age or birth.

(2) Affidavits of parents, other rel-
ative, or two or more responsible citi-
zens of the U.S. stating citizenship.

(3) School records, iImmigration
records, or insurance policies.

[CGFR 65-50, 30 FR 16640, Dec. 30, 1965, as
amended at 60 FR 50460, Sept. 29, 1995; USCG-
1998-4442, 63 FR 52189, Sept. 30, 1998; USCG-
2001-10224, 66 FR 48619, Sept. 21, 2001; USCG-
2003-14500, 69 FR 532, Jan. 6, 2004; USCG-2004-
18884, 69 FR 58343, Sept. 30, 2004]

§12.02-14 Nationality of aliens.

(a) Any alien making application for
a continuous discharge book or certifi-
cate of identification or merchant
mariner’s document representing a cer-
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tificate of identification shall present
acceptable evidence of nationality at
the time of making application. No
original document shall be issued to
any alien until nationality is estab-
lished by acceptable evidence.

(b) Any document of an official char-
acter showing the country of which the
alien is a citizen or subject may be ac-
cepted as acceptable evidence of an
alien’s nationality. The following are
examples of such a document:

(1) Declaration of intention to be-
come a citizen of the United States
made by the alien after 1929.

(2) A travel document in the nature
of a passport issued by the government
of the country of which the alien is a
citizen or subject.

(3) A certificate issued by the con-
sular representative of the country of
which the alien is a citizen or subject.

(c) Should any doubt arise as to
whether or not the document presented
may be considered as acceptable evi-
dence of the alien’s nationality, the
matter shall be referred to the Com-
manding Officer, National Maritime
Center, for decision.

[CGFR 65-50, 30 FR 16640, Dec. 30, 1965, as
amended by CGD 95-072, 60 FR 50460, Sept. 29,
1995; USCG-1998-4442, 63 FR 52189, Sept. 30,
1998]

§12.02-15 Oath requirement.

Applicants for a merchant mariner’s
document for any rating shall take an
oath before an Officer in Charge, Ma-
rine Inspection, or other official au-
thorized to give such oath, or a com-
missioned officer of the Coast Guard
authorized to administer oaths under
10 U.S.C. 936 or 14 U.S.C. 636, that they
will faithfully and honestly perform all
the duties required of them by law and
carry out all lawful orders of superior
officers on shipboard. Such an oath re-
mains binding for all subsequent mer-
chant mariner’s documents issued to a
person until the document is surren-
dered to the Officer in Charge, Marine
Inspection.

[CGD 91-211, 59 FR 49300, Sept. 27, 1994]
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